THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMS AT At AC DONALD
to judge fairly either his actions or his character. Strong
feelings obscure the judgment; the mists of battle prevent
clear vision. This is so especially when there has been a
parting of the'ways between old associates. The events of
the last six years are too near to us to allow a right perspec-
tive. The actions of Mr, MacDonald in the year 1931, and
afterwards, made a breach between him and Members on
this side too deep to be closed. Personal relations of long
standing were broken, never to be renewed. Our opinion
on these events must necessarily cliftor from that of hon.
Members on the other side, and they must inevitably affect
our judgment of the man and the course of his life in the
last six years. We can only leave those things to the historians
in the future and to their judgment, which may well depend
upon the course of history in this country and the world.
c For myself, I will follow the example of the Prime
Minister in abstaining from any attempt to deal with those
years or to assess Mr. MacDonuld in those years. I would
not like to say anything which might give a wound on this
occasion. I would not like to fail in generosity to the dead
or injustice to the living. 1 would rather turn to the earlier
and happier days. Mr. MacDontikl started life without any
advantages of wealth, influence, or position* He had to
make his way and earn his living in a hard world. He had
to gain a wide education for himself at the same time, and
it was due to his determination and his own qualities that
he was able to rise to so high a position and to accomplish
so much* For nearly forty years he was one of the chief
advocates of the cause of Socialism in this country and he
was for many years one of the leading members of the Inde-
pendent Labour Party. He was one of the three or four
men most responsible for the creation and development of
the Labour Party, With his striking personality, great
powers of oratory, and effective literary style, he spread
the gospel of Socialism at a time when its adherents were few
and weak, and their opponents strong and, apparently,
impregnably entrenched. He added to those other qualities
a gift for organization and political strategy. For many
years he spent himself freely, working at intense pressure. . * *
* Perhaps it is some little achievement that, in 1924, when
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